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The “Hoke House” 
 

The oldest structure in present-day Spring Grove Borough, 
the “Hoke House” has served the community well.  

It was already 132 years old when the Borough was incorporated, 
and stood just outside its border for three quarters of a century 

before it was adopted into the Borough proper.  
 

The building’s first half century was spent as a tavern 
on the edge of America’s frontier servicing travelers on the Monocacy 

Road, the first road laid out in York County under the authority of 
Pennsylvania, and a favored route of early settlers of western 

Maryland, Virginia and Kentucky. 
 

 The building then served the community as the homestead 
of productive family farms for over 150 years. 

 

And, for a quarter century it served 
as Spring Grove’s public library. 

 

 
 

Spring Grove Free Public Library 
Hoke Farm 
Sprenkle Farm 
Wiest Farm 
Michael Wiest Tavern 
Tempest Tucker Tavern 
Wilson Tavern 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

This building witnessed Spring Grove’s birth  
and the comings and goings of its life. 

 

Will we honor its legacy or will we end it in the name of “progress”? 
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Origins and Tavern Days 
 

From a time before the coming of the Europeans, Susquehannock Indians and other Native Americans 

traveled a route across today's southern Pennsylvania, turning southward along the Alleghenies and continuing 

to the Carolinas -- part of a network of paths that connected Indian nations for trade, exchange and migration. 

European settlers came to know this trail as the Monocacy Path - the name of a river it forded in north-central 

Maryland. The route of this trail helped to determine where the towns of York, Hanover, Littlestown, and 

Frederick, Maryland would be located. 

 
Monocacy Path - From today’s Wrightsville/Long Level (Conejohela), through York, Hanover, 

Littlestown, to Frederick, MD and beyond to the Cumberland Gap and the Carolinas.  

(From: Indian Paths in Pennsylvania, Paul A. Wallace, 1965) 

 

First a footpath, then cleared to allow for the passing of packhorses, the trail in 1739 became the first 

road to be laid out in what is now York County under the authority of Pennsylvania and widened to 

accommodate wagons. This route was already a regular route for Scotts-Irish to travel into the Maryland colony 

as it was illegal for Pennsylvanians to settle on the Indian lands west of the Susquehanna River until the Penns 

secured it by treaty. Now widened to allow for the passage of wagons, the route was traveled to the extent that 

by 1750 Thomas Wilson was able to establish a tavern along the road that would be run by his family and 

subsequent owners for the next half century. It was a “country cousin” to the now treasured landmark, the 

Golden Plough Tavern, ten miles to the east, which was built as “Yorktown” was being laid out just nine years 

before.  Thomas Wilson’s tavern prospered, gained years and a history, and evolved into today’s “Hoke House”. 

 

 
Conestoga Wagon (1883) by Newbold Hough Trotter (1827-1898).  

Painting in the State Museum of Pennsylvania (Photograph Ad Meskens) 
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Thomas Wilson had been operating his tavern along the Monocacy Road for five years when the Quaker 

Peter Dicks opened a charcoal furnace and bloomery along the banks of the Codorus Creek. Besides being the 

first iron industry west of the Susquehanna River, it would be the beginning of what would become Spring 

Grove Borough. Although the tavern wasn’t included within the boundaries of the original borough, annexation 

of the property makes this building the only remaining 18
th

 century structure within the current borough limits.  
 

 Forges, mills, and other industries depended on good roads for transporting their goods. During this time 

the Wilson Tavern would have been witness to materials being transported to and from the bloomery, and later 

the new “Spring Forge”, mills and other local enterprises. A good road is a good reason to locate a business. 

This road was the colonial equivalent of an interstate highway, with all kinds of commerce and travel. The 

Wilson Tavern would have been the equivalent of a modern interstate “rest area”.  

 

 

    During the American Revolution the tavern witnessed Hessian and British prisoners being 

transported to Maryland and Virginia, and in 1781 would have witnessed General “Mad” 

Anthony Wayne’s brigade of American soldiers on their way to Yorktown, Virginia, where 

they joined with the Marquis de Lafayette to begin the siege that led to America’s victorious 

end to the Revolution. (Prowell, 1907) 

 

 

    In 1791 the license for the tavern was issued to Tempest Tucker, the son-in-law of Sarah and 

Thomas Wilson. According to his own diary, on July 2
nd

 of that year, President George 

Washington traveled the Monocacy Road from Tawnytown, Md to the town of York. Leaving 

“Tawny town” at 4 in the morning, Washington stopped 15 miles on in Hanover for breakfast. 

Another 9 miles would have brought him to Tucker’s Tavern, and in another 10 miles he 

reached York where he again dined and lodged. Would he have stopped at Tucker’s for a drink 

and to water his horse? His diary does not say. (Jackson, 1979) 

 

The Monocacy Road is said to have been traveled again by General Wayne in 1792, on his way to quell 

the Indian troubles Ohio. (Prowell, 1907) 
 

 In the 50 years that the tavern had been operating the area had been widely settled and other towns and 

roads established. The last license for the tavern was issued to Michael Wiest in 1805. The Monocacy Road was 

still a well-used route, and according to George Prowell, in his 1907 History of York County, Pennsylvania, 

states that “During the war of 1812, when the British army occupied Washington and was threatening 

Baltimore, immense trains of wagons, conveying cotton from Alabama, Georgia, Tennessee, and other points in 

the south, used this route on the way to Philadelphia and New York.” 
 

 
Credit: The Great South - A Record of Journeys in Louisiana, Texas, the Indian Territory, Missouri, Arkansas, Mississippi, Alabama, Georgia, 

Florida, South Carolina, North Carolina, Kentucky, Tennessee, Virginia, West Virginia, and Maryland. Edward King, American Publishing Co., 1875. 
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19
th
 and 20

th
 Century Farm 

 

 Although the Wiest family owned the tavern building through nearly all of the 1800’s, the focus became 

one of farming the surrounding land. The Melish-Whiteside Map of York County (c.1820) indicates that at that 

time the building was no longer being used as a tavern. Barns and other outbuildings were added and the 

farming tradition prospered. 

 

In 1863 the now farmhouse once again witnessed the events of war.  On June 26
th

, confederate 

Lieutenant Colonel Elijah V. White’s 35th Battalion of Virginia Cavalry sacked the Hanover Junction Railroad 

Station and destroyed railroad bridges in the vicinity of the village of Seven Valleys. 

  
Hanover Junction          Burning of the bridge at Wrightsville, June 28, 1863 

 

On June 27 the battalion arrived at the Wiest farm, purchased a supply of oats from Jacob Weist, (paid for with 

Confederate notes,) and camped for the night. The next day the cavalry rode to Wrightsville the where they 

skirmished with Union soldiers before Union forces stopped the Confederate advance by burning the bridge 

over the Susquehanna River. A few days later, White’s battalion would be part of the Battle of Gettysburg, 

performing scouting and flank protection duty. (Divine, 1985) 

 

 

 That December, Philip H. Glatfelter purchased the 

paper mill that Jacob Hauer had built (replacing the forge) 

eleven years before. Glatfelter began his papermaking 

operation in 1864. The “Hoke House” already more than 

100 years old. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Samuel Sprenkle purchased the farm from the Wiest family in 1890 and owned it for the next fourteen 

years. Its purchase in 1904 by Herman H. Hoke in 1904 began yet another period of multi-generational 

ownership.  

 

On March 17
th

, 1904 the Hoke family moved their belongings from their home in Hanover during the 

season’s biggest snowstorm, the beginning of more than 60 years of Hoke Family ownership. (Hoke, 1976)  
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The farm prospered, and over the years additions, 

new farming techniques, and new equipment would come 

to the farm. Hoke family photos chronicle days on the farm 

in the early 20
th

 century. 

 

    

 

 

 
The (Herman H.) Hoke Farm in 1915 

 

 In the years 1926-27 the house underwent major renovations. Much of the interior was altered, with wall 

and stairways moved, and a bathroom added. Original windows were replaced, a large picture window was 

added in the front parlor, and dormers were added to the 3
rd

 floor. The front porch was enlarged and a cement 

floor added. A porch was also added on the east side of the house, and a detached brick garage was constructed. 

The large old sycamore tree just west of the house was struck by lightning in the early 1930’s. Around 1943 it 

was replaced by a “young” 20 foot sycamore tree transplanted from the meadow. This tree still stands to the 

west of the house.  

 

 After the passing of Herman Hoke, William and Roxie Hoke operated the farm. William began 

instituting soil conservation practices, and according to a 2008 issue of York County Conservation District’s 

“Conservation Horizons” newsletter, was one of the first men in the community to request a soil conservation 

plan. In the article William is quoted as writing, “Before 1937, when I first instituted soil conservation 

practices, I was troubled continually with gullies, fertility washing on the road and highway, which at one time 

caused a serious accident. On the steepest portion of my farm we planted various species of pine trees in 

contour furrows as a water break and soil retainer, which answers the purpose very well. In simple words, I 

consider soil conservation an asset to my farm." (1946) 
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 With the 1960’s the “Hoke House” saw the end of its years as a family farm. After William Hoke’s 

death the farm was sold to Spring Forge Developers.  Dorothy Hoke Delasin visited the farm before its sale and 

lamented, "We began with the outbuildings, some of which were vestiges of a bygone America: the 

smokehouse, which long before my day had outlived its purpose; the damp dark cellar in which were stored the 

family's winter supply of sweet potatoes, carrots, and red beets, all buried in a varied assortment of earth-filled 

containers, and where in summer, we put the dozen watermelons which Daddy occasionally brought home from 

a trip to the Baltimore warf [sic]; the cool washouse [sic], once long ago a summer kitchen, but now a 

tumbledown building, whose smoke-blackened, sagging beams, sooty iron kettles and white washed, cob-

webbed walls only an artist could love."  

"Soon two hundred modern homes will rise on these lovely acres where carefree children once walked 

barefoot in stubble and the golden shocks of wheat marched over the hills." (March 29, 1966) (Conservation 

Horizons, Spring 2008) 

 

 
The (William) Hoke Farm c.1960 

 

 As a new development sprouted out of the farmland, outbuildings were torn down, and 1987 the large 

barn was dismantled to make way for an access road for the new Spring Forge Shopping Center. A crew of 

Amish workers numbered the pieces of the barn which was believed to have been built in the 1880’s and 

reassembled a portion of it in Hinkletown, near Ephrata, Lancaster County.  
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20
th
 Century Library and an Attempt at a Store 

 
After a span of more than 150 years, in 

1967 the “Hoke House” once again opened its 

doors to serve the public, this time as the Spring 

Grove Free Public Library. A newspaper article 

from the period states that “Since that time the 

library has become more and more of a center 

for the community and every nook and cranny 

has been jammed with books and magazines, 

tables and chairs and files.” In 1987 funds 

began to be raised for a new library building, 

and on May 18, 1992 a new library, located a 

short distance away, opened its doors. 

 
Credit: The Sunday News, November 10, 1974 

 

 In 2007 an entrepreneur, Holly Seymour, decided that the “Hoke House” would make a wonderful 

location for an antique and gift shop. She and her husband made repairs, cleaned and painted, and renovated the 

old building and grounds with the hope of operating a store with an apartment occupying the remainder of the 

space. Unfortunately, issues ensued with building and occupancy codes and the store never opened. The “Hoke 

House”, detached garage, smoke house, and wash house, now also an apartment, along with its remaining acre 

and a half of property, was sold to Rutter’s Properties, LLP for $450,000.  
 

     
 

 The Hoke House stands empty now in 2014, in need of repairs, and at the edge of a busy traffic circle. 

Surrounded by 20
th

 Century growth it stands out as a vestige of the past at the gateway to Spring Grove 

Borough. Behind and beside it the Spring Forge Shopping Center caters to the demands of area shoppers. A 

Rutters convenience store and Hardees fast food restaurant now service the travelers on the still-busy 

“Monocacy Road”, now known as North Main Street or PA Route 116. As in many places, the development 

behind the shopping area retains clues to the community’s past only in place and street names – Spring Forge 

Drive, Monocacy Trail, Encampment Court.  
 

Businesses, neighborhoods, parks, landscapes, and special places are what give communities their 

identities. For more than two and one-half centuries this building has witnessed Spring Grove’s birth and 

growth. It is the community’s lone survivor of its 18
th

 Century past. Will we honor its legacy and embrace its 

history, or will today’s momentary interests and business models take the quick and easy route and destroy this 

landmark? 
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Appendix I – “Hoke House” Timeline 

 

1500’s  

&  Susquehannock Indians are using the Monocacy Path as a route to the Carolinas. 

1600’s  

 

1729 Lancaster County is created May 10, 1729, becoming the fourth county in the state. It includes  

 today’s York County. 

 

1739 Monocacy Road is opened by authority of the Court of Lancaster County. This is the first road 

 to be laid out in what is now York County under the authority of Pennsylvania. Previously it 

 was only wide enough accommodate pack horses. “It soon became a prominent highway of travel to 

 the south and southwest. This route was taken by General Wayne on his trip with his brigade of 

 American soldiers on their way to Yorktown, Virginia, during the Revolution, and the route taken for 

 transporting Hessian and British prisoners to Maryland and Virginia during the same war; also the 

 course of St. Clair and Wayne in 1792, on their way to Ohio to quell the Indian troubles there. During 

 the war of 1812, when the British army occupied Washington and was threatening Baltimore, immense 

 trains of wagons, conveying cotton from Alabama, Georgia, Tennessee, and other points in the south, 

 used this route on the way to Philadelphia and New York.”  

 (History of York County, PA, Prowell, 1907, pg. 98) 

 

1747 Paradise Township is incorporated. (Settled 1738)  

 

1749 York County is established August 19, 1749 (Created  out of Lancaster County)  

 

1750 Thomas Wilson obtains first tavern license for today’s “Hoke House”.**  
 

1752 Thomas Wilson’s warrant for today’s “Hoke House” property is dated April 15, 1752.  

 

1755 Quaker Peter Dicks opens charcoal furnace and bloomery along the banks of the Codorus Creek – the 

 first iron industry west of the Susquehanna River.* 

 

1768 Tavern license for today’s “Hoke House” is issued to Sarah Wilson, widow of Thomas Wilson** 

 

1769 Tavern license for today’s “Hoke House” is issued to Joseph Jeffries, 2
nd

 husband of  Sarah 

Wilson. Licenses are issued to him through 1778.** 

 

1770 Dicks replaces the bloomery with a forge, called Spring Forge* 

 

1775 Thomas Wilson’s survey for the “Hoke House” property is dated June 10, 1775. 

 

1775-  The Monocacy Road is used for transporting Hessian and British prisoners to Maryland and Virginia  

1783 during the American Revolution. (Prowell, 1907, Pages 98-99) 

 

1779 Tavern license for today’s “Hoke House” is issued to Joseph Wilson, son of Sarah & Thomas 

Wilson. Licenses are issued to him through 1787. (1779-80, 1782-85, 1787)** 

 

1781 This route (the Monocacy Road) is taken by General Wayne on his trip with his brigade of American 

soldiers on their way to Yorktown, Virginia, during the Revolution. (Prowell, 1907, Pages 98-99) 
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1791 Tavern license for today’s “Hoke House” is issued to Tempest Tucker, son-in-law of  Sarah & 

Thomas Wilson. Licenses are issued to him through 1804. (1791-98, 1800-04)** 

 

1791 On July 2nd George Washington travels Monocacy Road, has breakfast in Hanover, and passes 

the tavern on his way to York. He dines and lodges in York. 

 

1792 The Monocacy Road is followed by Major General Arthur St. Clair and General “Mad” Anthony Wayne 

in 1792, on their way to Ohio to quell the Indian troubles there. (Prowell, 1907, Pages 98-99) 

 

1800 The brick house just south of Codorus Creek on hill above S. Main St./York Rd. [the Old Forge Farm 

House] appears to have been built in the period 1798-1800. It is outside of Spring Grove Borough.*  

 

1805 Michael Wiest obtains last tavern license for the “Hoke House”. John Wiest and heirs own the 

property until 1890.** 

 

1812 During the war of 1812, when the British army occupied Washington and was threatening Baltimore, 

immense trains of wagons, conveying cotton from Alabama, Georgia, Tennessee, and other points in the 

south, use this route on the way to Philadelphia and New York. (Prowell, 1907, Pages 98-99) 

 

1852 The forge [Spring Forge] is purchased by Jacob Hauer who converts it to a paper mill. Henry 

 Schwartz purchased 138 acres, 115 perches of land, dwelling house and outbuildings from the 

 Colemans.* 

 

1852 [Coleman – Schwartz Farmhouse] -- 48 South Main Street, is considered by the town to be the  

 oldest  house  in the downtown historic district. In a deed dated April 6, 1852 the property was 

 sold to Henry Schwartz by Robert and William Coleman, owners of the forge. The sale included 

 the dwelling house and outbuildings. [From: http://www.springgrovehistoricalsociety.org/walking-

 tour-of-spring-groves-historic-district/coleman-schwartz-farmhouse/] 

 

1853 Jackson Township is established (Created out of Paradise Township)  

 

1857 Spring Forge becomes part of the newly formed Jackson Township* 

 

1863 Elijah V. White’s 35th Battalion of Virginia Cavalry camp at the Wiest (“Hoke House”) Farm on 

June 27 and purchase a supply of oats from Jacob Weist. The oats are paid for with 

Confederate notes. They ride to Wrightsville on the 28
th

 where they skirmish with Union soldiers 

leading to the burning of the bridge, and then ride west where they become the first Confederate 

unit to enter Gettysburg. White’s Battalion had sacked the Hanover Junction Railroad Station on 

the 26
th

, and proceeded to destroy railroad bridges in the vicinity of the village of Seven Valleys. 

 

1864 P. H. Glatfelter I begins production at paper mill he purchased December 23 of previous year.* 

 

1882 Spring Grove is incorporated as a borough.* 

 

1890 Samuel Sprenkle purchases the “Hoke House”.** 

 

1904 Herman Hoke purchases the “Hoke House”.** 

 

1926- Hoke House is remodeled. 

1927 
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1937 William Hoke institutes soil conservation practices on the farm, one of the first farmers in the 

community to do so. 

 

1943 A 20’ high sycamore tree is planted near west end of house, replacing a massive one that had died 

after being struck by lightning. The sycamore remains there today. 

 

1944 William and “Roxie” Hoke “take over” the farm. (It was previously operated as an “estate farm” 

after Herman Hoke’s death.) 

 

1966 Estate of William Hoke (son) of Herman sells the Hoke House property to Spring Forge 

Developers.** 

 

1967 Spring Grove Free Public Library is housed in the Hoke House until 1992.**  

 

1987 Hoke barn is dismantled. A portion of it is reassembled just east of Ephrata. It remains there 

today.  

 

1992 Spring Grove Free Public Library moves to its new location. 

 

2007 Holly Seymour and husband renovate house for use as an antique shop. The building does not 

meet code requirements for a business/apartment building and the project is abandoned. 

 

2008 Rutter's Properties LLP. buys the “Hoke House”. 
 

 
*   FROM: http://www.springgrovehistoricalsociety.org/chronology/ 

** FROM: “Hoke House Historical Significance” (Spring Grove Area Historical Preservation Society document) 
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Appendix II – “Hoke House” Historical Significance (Spring Grove Area Historical Preservation Society   

 document) 
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Appendix III - Indian Paths in Pennsylvania, Paul A. Wallace, 1965, Page 105 
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Appendix IV - History of York County, Pennsylvania, George R. Prowell, 1907, Pages 98-99 

 

“Indian trails extended across York County from east to west and from north to south when this territory was 

occupied by the aborigines. Many years before white settlers had crossed the Susquehanna, there were routes 

for pack horse travel across this region to Maryland and Virginia, both of which provinces were partially settled 

before 1736, when the heirs of William Penn purchased the lands of his province west of the Susquehanna.  

Although the Quakers began their settlements in the northern part of York County as early as 1734, and the 

Scotch-Irish first occupied the southeastern section about the same time, and the Germans began their 

authorized settlements around York as early as 1733, there is no record of any public highway being laid out 

west of the Susquehanna until 1739. The first settlers of this region, some of whom came in wagons, but most 

of them on horseback, cut their own roads through the dense forests to the places where they made a selection 

of land for permanent settlement.  

 

It was during the year 1739 that under the authority of the Lancaster Court this route, long known as the 

Monocacy Road, was opened upon the petition of numerous settlers west of the Susquehanna in the present 

limits of York County. The viewers to locate this important road were Joshua Minshall, Francis Worley, Henry 

Hendricks, Christian Crawl, Michael Tanner and Woolrich Whisler. The road began on the line between the 

lands of John Wright, Jr., and Samuel Taylor (now Wrightsville) ; thence west 500 perches, south 72 degrees, 

west 562 perches to Crawl's run, south 70 degrees, west 430 perches to a marked white oak, west 76 perches to 

Canoe run, south 68 degrees, west 454 perches, west 994 perches to west branch of Grist (Kreutz) Creek, west 

544 perches to Little Codorus (Stony Run), west 684 perches to Big Codorus (York not yet laid out), continuing 

westward across Perrin's run one and a quarter miles south-west of York, three-quarters of a mile farther to 

Springer's field, one and a half miles farther to the " point of a steep hill," thence west to Loreman's run, to 

Christian Eyster's land (near Wolf's church), to Nicholas Croucher's run, to west branch of Codorus Creek, to 

John Link's Run by the "Barrens" to Conrad Low's plantation, west four and a half miles to Adam Forney's land 

(now the site of Hanover); thence nearly due southwest by Kitzmiller's mill, on Conewago Creek, to the 

provincial line between Pennsylvania and Maryland. The entire length of the road was 34 miles, 290 perches. It 

soon became a prominent highway of travel to the south and southwest. This route was taken by General Wayne 

on his trip with his brigade of American soldiers on their way to Yorktown, Virginia, during the Revolution, 

and the route taken for transporting Hessian and British prisoners to Maryland and Virginia during the same 

war; also the course of St. Clair and Wayne in 1792, on their way to Ohio to quell the Indian troubles there. 

During the war of 1812, when the British army occupied Washington and was threatening Baltimore, immense 

trains of wagons, conveying cotton from Alabama, Georgia, Tennessee, and other points in the south, used this 

route on the way to Philadelphia and New York. It was the first road laid out within the present limits of York 

County under the authority of Pennsylvania.  

 

A petition of citizens of Manheim and Heidelberg, 1766, sets forth that "the road from Conewago settlement 

(now Hanover) to Baltimore town was laid out thirty years before, or in 1736, by order of Baltimore County 

Court, before the temporary line between the two provinces had been run, and this was then thought to belong 

to Maryland; since the running of which line there is about ten miles on north side of line of as useful a road as 

perhaps any in the province of Pennsylvania, and not on record in this province." Henry Slagle, Esq., Michael 

Tanner, Richard McAllister, Casper Reineka, Christian Millheimer and Marks Forney were appointed by the 

court to view the road that it might be recorded. It began at the dwelling house of Michael Carl, north of 

Hanover, and extended nearly due south over the line of the present Hanover and Baltimore turnpike. Being laid 

out in 1736, it was the first road in the county.” 
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Appendix V- History of Frederick County, Maryland, Volume 1, Thomas John Chew Williams, Folger  

 McKinsey, Genealogical Publishing Co., 1979, Page 477 

 

"But the first Germans of Monocacy came by the well known trail from Wright's Ferry. This Indian trail was 

traveled long before the coming of the white man, and by this path came the first Germans who, crossing the 

Susquehanna were not permitted to stop until they reached the Monocacy, as lands west of the Susquehanna in 

Pennsylvania were not open to settlement until the year 1729. This trail was an open highway for pack horse till 

1730, when it was made a wagon way to Conestoga, an Indian town near Wright's Ferry. In 1739 it was opened 

from said ferry to the Potomac. It led from Philadelphia by the Gap, Lancaster and Postelwaits, to the Indian 

Town, thense by Wright's Ferry, York, Conewago, Taneytown, Monocacy, Lewistown, Fishing Creek and 

Crampton's Gaps to Virginia." 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


